Genomics of reproduction in parasitic nematodes-fundamental and biotechnological implications.
Understanding reproductive and developmental processes of socioeconomically important parasitic nematodes is of fundamental scientific interest and could have important implications for developing novel methods for parasite control via the disruption or interruption of such processes. Central to investigating reproductive molecular biology is the identification and characterisation of genes with sex-specific expression profiles. However, there is currently a paucity of information on such genes and their expression patterns in parasitic nematodes. This article describes recent progress on the characterisation of sex-specific genes from a parasitic nematode of veterinary importance, and discusses the fundamental scientific and applied implications of this work.